


 
 

 

 

The permitting for the Cambridge 

Crossing project, including how to 

provide utility service, has been on-

going for nearly 20 years.  Cambridge 

Crossing submitted a state 

Environmental Notification Form in 

2001 and the State Executive Office of 

Environmental Affairs’ (EEA) issued a 

certificate on the project on December 

16, 2002. As part of that submission, 

sewage from Cambridge Crossing was 

to be directed to the MWRA’s 

Cambridge Branch Sewer along Gore 

Street.   

 

The City and the developer requested 

that the MWRA evaluate the feasibility 

of directing flows to the Charlestown 

Branch Sewer via the Prison Point 

Facility, as it would be a more direct 

connection to the MWRA interceptor 

system.  Unfortunately, the MWRA 

was unable to approve the use of the 

Charlestown Branch Sewer and Prison 

Point.  There were two main issues that 

they identified.  The first is that Prison 

Point is a wet weather facility and is 

not intended for significant dry weather 

sewer flows.  The proposed flows could exceed their dry weather pumping capacity and 

compromise the MWRA’s ability to meet their discharge requirements associated with their 

EPA permit.  The other issue is that the MWRA system has dry weather capacity issues 

downstream of Prison Point in the Charlestown Branch Sewer and cannot support the additional 

flow.  For these reasons, the MWRA would not approve the Charlestown Branch Sewer via 

Prison Point connection as an alternative to the Cambridge Branch Sewer via Gore Street 

alignment for the new city sewer main. 

 

Residents have inquired about Msgr. O’Brien Highway as an alternative to Gore Street.  Two 

O’Brien Highway routes have been identified;  

1. Water Street to Msgr. O’Brien Highway to Sciarappa St to Gore St to Medford St 

2. Water Street to Msgr. O’Brien Highway to Medford St 

 

There are some concerns specific to each alternative, but overall neither alternative is viable.  

Both routes   

• increase the length of the new city sewer main (25% to 35%).  This will significantly 
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